. Our material was classified as to the time of appearance of arrhythmias (Table  IV) , development of pericarditis (Table  II) or a combination of both. The incidence of these alterations was related to the type of surgery performed (Tables  I and II) and to the ultimate prognosis of these patients (Table  III) 
Results
Disturbances of rhythm developed in 20 instances (Table  I) . Electrocardiographic evidence of pericarditis was found in 27 and questionable changes in three (Table  II) . Both arrhythmia and pericarditis occurred in 10 who had sinus rhythm prior to operation. There was a definitely higher incidence of arrhythmias in the older age group (Table  III) 
